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amensk Uralsky Metallurgical
Works JSC (KUMZ) is one of
Russia’s leading producers of

semi-fabricated products in
aluminium and magnesium alloys. Kumz
was founded in 1944 by the Soviet
Ministry of Aviation in the industrial
centre of the then USSR (in the Urals
mountains, 2000km east of Moscow).
Originally started as a forging facility for
Soviet military aviation, Kumz gained rich
technological experience and developed
unique forging techniques that are now
internationally recognised. Over time, it
also developed rolling and extrusion
products — standard rod and bar and
extruded sections, roofing sheet, heat-
treated plate, aluminium drill pipe for oil
and gas and products to meet the demands
of Soviet aviation and other industries.

As part of the SUAL group since 2000,
Kumz is today the second largest Russian
producer of semi-fabricated aluminium
products and the fastest growing
company, with over 25% of total Russian
production for the sector. The plant
operates one hot mill, three cold mills, a
large number of extrusion and forging
presses — including a 120MN extrusion
press and a 300MN die-forging press,
plus heat-treatment facilities.

Technological expertise at the plant is
primarily related to aviation, both
military and civil. All Soviet and Russian
aircraft used the company’s semi-
fabricated products including
extrusions, die-forgings and sheets in
traditional aluminium alloys and in Al-
Li and Mg alloys.

In recent years, it has been a challenge

KUMZ, has moved from being a
purely aviation-supplier in the old
USSR to being a innovative plant
serving a number of markets in the
new Russia. From rolling and
extrusion products to ring forging, the
company uses its technological
experience of over 60 years to address
custorner needs and expectations.
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for the mill to keep growing yet, at the
same time, satisfy the growing demands
of its consumers to stay competitive and
provide cost-saving and technically
advanced solutions. One of its latest
moves was the development of forged
and cold-compressed plate and block.
This undertaking was driven by very tight
supply conditions for thick heat-treated
rolled plate, as a less expensive option to
brand name counterparts. The product
performed well compared  with
conventional rolled plate. The experience
and technology gained with military and
aerospace forgings served the company
well in meeting civilian manufacturing
demands. The company has developed a)

*Technology Director, Head of Research and
Development Center; **Commercial Director







